Writing Trans Genres

Emergent Literatures and Criticism
May 22-24, 2014 University of Winnipeg, MB
May 22

A conference for writers,
performers, critics, and
community members to
celebrate and theorize an
emerging body of literature
by transgender, transsexual,
two spirit and genderqueer
writers.

12:30 PM

Keynote by
Aiyyana Maracle
7:00 PM

Keynote by
Rachel Pollack
May 23
3:00 PM

Special conference event:

an

Unbecoming

Reading at the
Millennium
Library

May 24
11:15am

Keynote by
Jay Prosser
1:30pm

Keynote by
..
Nathanael
4:45pm

Reading at the
University of
Winnipeg

Cabaret

251 Donald Street

8:30pm, Friday May 23

Readings, keynote speeches, and plenary
panels are free and open to the public.

18+ event at the Pyramid
Cabaret, 176 Fort Street
Featuring performances
and QueerView DJs
Tickets: $10 in advance,
$15 at the door, free for
conference registrants

All public events will have ASL interpretation.
All conference sites are wheelchair accessible.
Childminding available at UofW site. All events
at 515 Portage Ave. unless noted otherwise.
Register and view the full schedule at

writingtransgenres.com
University of Winnipeg Women’s
and Gender Studies Department
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Welcome
It is our great pleasure to welcome you to Writing Trans Genres:
Emergent Literatures and Criticism, and to host you here in
Winnipeg on Treaty One Territory. We are thrilled to be with you at
what promises to be an extraordinary conference.
Over the last two decades we’ve seen a proliferation of writing by
transsexual, transgender, genderqueer and two spirit writers, but
until recently there have been few signs of a parallel emergence of
critical ways of thinking and writing about these literatures. Trace
Peterson and TC Tolbert’s Troubling the Line, essays and interviews
on the pages of Lambda Literary, a spate of recent panels, involving
many of us who’ve gathered here, and last May’s Troubling Tucson
poetics symposium are some of the places where this work has
begun to come into view. Even so, this is all recent news: the
question of how we interact with these literatures on their own
terms, on our terms, is only beginning to be posed, which is pretty
exciting, and also a signficant responsibility.
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Here in Winnipeg, for months now we’ve been working towards
making a space where we could come together to think about two
spirt, genderqueer, transsexual and transgender people’s writing,
about the circumstances under which our words, stories, poetry,
culture circulate, where and how they are heard and read, and by
whom. We hope that this space will serve to allow us to talk
together about what we want from our literature, or rather what
we want from our literatures, the bodies of words we are making
together and separately. We also intend this to be celebratory space,
one where we can engage with one another’s writing practices, our
performances and critical endeavors in a way that is generative,
joyous and transformative.
So again, welcome, thank you for coming, enjoy, and let’s begin
many conversations and projects together that we will carry
forward to the next place we meet.
Indigenous Land
We want to acknowledge that we are on Indigenous and Métis land
in Treaty One territory. Beyond acknowledging the ongoing fact
of occupation of indigenous territory, we hope our work here will
contribute to critical interrogation of settler/colonial relations in
the spheres of gender, sexuality, literature and the university.
Accessibility
There will be ASL interpretation at the cabaret and all public events
(keynotes, daytime readings, and plenary panels). All three of the
conference sites are wheelchair accessible. Please see page 5 for
more information. A map of the UofW with detailed accessibility
info including washrooms is available at the registration table.
Scent-free policy
The University of Winnipeg has a scent-free policy to respect
people’s sensitivities to chemicals and scents. Please help us to make
the conference accessible by refraining from wearing perfumes,
colognes, and other strongly-scented lotions or products.
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Documentation
Part of the mandate for the grant we received from the Social
Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada was to
document this conference and make it publicly available online.
Our aim is to record and archive as much of the presentations
(including Q&A) as possible, and we will have an audio/video
release form at the registration table for you to sign. However,
please note that it is very much optional and you do not have to
agree to be taped in order to attend the conference!
Social media
The conference hashtag is #transgenres2014.
Meals
The conference will provide some meals to registrants. Please check
the schedule for details, as not all meals will be provided.
Booktable
There is many a book available for sale, written by conference
participants and speakers, at the booktable next to registration in
front of Eckhardt-Grammaté Hall. If you have books with you that
you would like to leave for us to sell for you throughout the
weekend, come see us!
Finally, we would like to express our appreciation and thanks to the
generous volunteers and supporters whose labour and assistance
has made this event possible. There has been overwhelming
support for this conference in the community, thank you so much
for helping to make this event happen.
Sincerely,
The Writing Trans Genres organizing committee
Trish Salah
Athena Thiessen
Owen Campbell
Shelagh Pizey-Allen
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Schedule Overview
All keynotes, readings, and plenary panels are free and open to the
public and will have ASL interpretation.
Thursday, May 22

University of Winnipeg

12pm			
12:30pm 		
2:15pm 		
			
4:30pm 		
7pm 			

Opening of the conference
Keynote: Aiyyana Maracle
Plenary panel: Amir Rabiyah, Gein Wong, 		
Joy Ladin, Tom Léger, Trish Salah
First panel / workshop block
Keynote: Rachel Pollack

Friday, May 23

Morning sessions until 2:30 pm will be held at University of Winnipeg

9am 			
10:45am 		
			
1pm 			
3pm 			
			
8pm 			
			

Second panel / workshop block
Plenary panel: Casey Plett, Imogen Binnie, 		
Rupert Raj, Ryka Aoki
Third panel / workshop block
Reading (see detailed schedule for lineup)		
Millennium Library, 251 Donald Street
An Unbecoming Cabaret

Pyramid Cabaret, 176 Fort Street

Saturday, May 24

University of Winnipeg

9:30am 		
Fourth panel / workshop block
11:15am 		
Keynote: Jay Prosser
1:30pm 		
Keynote: Nathanaël
3pm 			
Fifth panel / workshop block
4:45pm		
Reading (see detailed schedule for lineup)
6:30pm		
Plenary panel: Ching-In Chen, Max Wolf
			
Valerio, Micha Cárdenas, Samuel Ace, Trace
			Peterson
8:00pm		
Closing remarks
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Accessibility Information

Childminding

ASL interpretation
There will be ASL interpretation during all public events (keynotes,
daytime readings, and plenary panels), as well as during the
conference cabaret. Sessions that have ASL interpretation are noted
below in the program.

FREE childminding is being provided at the UofW conference site,
with the assistance of West Central Women’s Resource Centre’s
childminding program staff. A big thank you to West Central for
working with us to provide childminding.

Gender neutral washrooms
There are a number of gender neutral washrooms at the University
of Winnipeg. A map is available at the registration table.
Washrooms at the Pyramid Cabaret (venue for conference cabaret)
will be gender neutral during the event.
Scent-free policy
The University of Winnipeg has a scent-free policy to respect
people’s sensitivities to chemicals and scents. Please help us to make
the conference accessible by refraining from wearing perfumes,
colognes, and other strongly-scented lotions or products.
Mobility
A map is available at the registration table and online (http://writingtransgenres.com/accessibilityinformation) that outlines
information about washroom accessibility, where elevators are, and
which entrances are accessible. The majority of the conference takes
place on the 2nd and 3rd floors of the UofW, but the only
washroom in with automatic doors is on the 1st floor. Please speak
to a registration table volunteer to access a key to this washroom.
Rides will be available from the UofW conference site to the
Millennium Library on Friday afternoon. Rides can accommodate
walkers, but are not equipped to take wheelchairs. Make your way
to the Spence St. entrance between 2:30 and 3pm to get a ride.
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Please do not hesitate to ask a conference organizer or registration
table volunteer for more information about any of the above.

You must sign your child or children in and sign a release form at
the registration table to access this service.
Childminding will take place in a differnt classroom each day:
Thursday: 3M62
Friday: 3M61
Saturday: 2M73

Conference WiFi
Detailed instructions on how to access it:
1. Click on the Wifi icon in your task bar and choose
UW-CONFERENCE as the network you wish to connect to.
2. When it asks for a password, input TakeFive and click on
connect.
3. Wait for the network to authenticate your computer.
4. Once this is done, open a web browser.
5. If the browser is not set to a homepage, you will need to type in
any URL (www.google.ca for example).
6. The browser may come back with a message saying the security
certificate could not be authenticated. This can be ignored. Click
proceed.
7. Your browser will be redirected to the UW-CONFERENCE login
screen that will ask you for a username and password.
8. Input visitor1 as the username and buhler14center as the
password. You will now be connected to the Wifi network.
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Papers and abstracts
View abstracts and uploaded presentations at
http://writingtransgenres.com/papers. Please email
writingtransgenres@gmail.com for the password.
We encourage you to visit the page to familiarize yourself with the
work being presented.

Detailed schedule
Thursday, May 22
All events on Thursday will be held at the University of Winnipeg, 515
Portage Avenue. All sessions will take place in Eckhardt-Grammaté Hall
unless otherwise noted.

10am-12pm Registration / Check in
12pm

Opening of the conference

Free and open to the public, with ASL interpretation

Prayer with Albert McLeod.
Remarks from Associate Dean of Arts, Dr. Fiona Green and
Department of Women’s and Gender Studies Chair, Dr. Angela
Failler.
12:30pm
Keynote address by Aiyyana Maracle
“Ruminations on The Tangled Roots of Today’s Garden of Gender
Multiplicity”
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Free and open to the public, with ASL interpretation

2pm

Coffee Break

2:15pm

Plenary panel : Frames for Trans Literature

Free and open to the public, with ASL interpretation

Moderator: Dr. Angela Failler, Women’s and Gender Studies
Department Chair
Amir Rabiyah
“Radical Engagement With Language Through Mixed and
Intersectional Identities”
Gein Wong
“a Thousand Years of Genderqueer a Thousand Times Over”
Joy Ladin
“I Am Not Not Me: Unmaking and Remaking the Language of
Self ”
Tom Léger
“Good and Writing and Good Politics”
Trish Salah
“Disappearing and Emerging Trans Literatures”
4pm

Snack break

4:30pm

First panel / workshop block

Room 2M70: Fucking Gender, Fucking Form
Moderator: Dr. Jarvis Brownlie, University of Manitoba
Ames Hawkins
Ching-In Chen
Emerson Whitney
K. Bradford
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—
Room 2M67: Can’t Take a Joke: Trans People & Humour
Workshop with Red Durkin
—
6pm

Dinner provided for conference registrants.

narratives, and the particular challenges and opportunities facing trans
writers today. Authors new to writing fiction are welcome, as are
experienced authors who feel they would benefit from the opportunity to
write and workshop with other trans people.

—
Room 2M70: Writing Trans* Genres: Transgression vs. Translation

Riddell Hall Cafeteria (1st floor of the UofW, near Spence entrance)

Moderator: Dr. Andrew Burke, University of Winnipeg

7pm
Keynote Address by Rachel Pollack
“Writing to Each Other – Discovering and Creating A Literature
From Within Trans Experience”

Cass Adair
“The Baptism of the Law:” Scenes of Identification and Trans
Literary Criticism”

8:30pm

Elisabeth Tutschek
“Commodify Me, Come Modify Me”: Translation in Nathanaël’s
Paper City”

Free and open to the public, with ASL interpretation

Closing remarks

Friday, May 23
Friday events from 8am-2:30pm will be held at the University of Winnipeg,
515 Portage Avenue. All sessions will take place in Eckhardt-Grammaté
Hall unless otherwise noted.

Hee-Jung Serenity Joo
“I’m the man!”: Feral Children, Dark Ecology and the Politics of
Adaptation in Beasts of the Southern Wild”

8am

Coffee and snacks

Mary Ann Saunders
“‘I’m a Choirboy. I Don’t Know What I’m Going to Turn Into’:
Transgender Life Writing as Critical Practice, Transgender
Criticism as Life Writing”

9am

Second panel / workshop block

—

Room 2M67: Trans Fiction Writing Workshop

10:30am

Coffee Break

Workshop with Riley MacLeod and Tom Léger

10:45am

Plenary panel : Story, Histories, Politics

This writing workshop, open to all self-identified transgender people, will
bring authors together for an intensive review of craft topics, conceptual
discussions of transgender fiction, and in-workshop writing. Special
attention will be paid to writing trans protagonists, the possibilities of trans

Moderator: Dr. Jocelyn Thorpe, University of Manitoba
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Free and open to the public, with ASL interpretation

11

Casey Plett
“We’re Helping People?”
Imogen Binnie
“Evolution in The Writings of Oppressed Groups”
Rupert Raj
“Of Souls & Roles, Of Sex & Gender: A Treasury of Transsexual,
Transgenderist and Transvestic Verse: an unpublished international
poetry anthology compiled by Rupert Raj from 1983 to 1986”
Ryka Aoki
“Why I Care Who Writes the Words that Touch My Heart”
12:15pm

Lunch provided for conference registrants

1pm

Third panel / workshop block

Room 2M70: Teaching Trans Writers
Cooper Lee Bombardier
Riley MacLeod
Catherine Fitzpatrick

Max Baumkel
“Trans Bodies & Poetics: The Loss and Rediscovery of Language in
Embodied Poetic Praxis”
Zaren Healey White
“Surgical Shape-Shifting: Transgender Embodiment in Nina
Arsenault’s The Silicone Diaries”
—
Room 3M69: Trans Mythography
Workshop with Zoe Tuck
The premise of Trans Mythography is to explore the spiritual needs of trans
and genderqueer people. This workshop is inspired by the neopagan
movement to create our own myths and rituals or adapt existing ones, while
subverting binaristic thinking and cultural appropriation

—

2:30pm

Travel to Millennium Library

3pm

Group reading at the Millennium Library

Afternoon reading will be held at the Millennium Library, 251 Donald St.

—

Free and open to the public, with ASL interpretation

Room 2M67: Life writing: Problematics and Performative
Practices

Hosted by Kim Parry, Millennium Library

Moderator: Dr. Bruno Cornellier, University of Winnipeg
Boogie Man
“Who Will Read Disappearing Ink? Trans* Voices in Plain Sight”
David Churchill
“Reflections on Trans Historical Ontology: Personal History,
Inauthenticity, and Developmental Narratives”
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Aiyyana Maracle
Amir Rabiyah
Casey Plett
Ching-In Chen
Imogen Binnie
Joy Ladin
Nathanaël
Rachel Pollack
Trace Peterson
Trish Salah
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5:30pm

Break

NOTE - a meal will not provided by the conference.
Please refer to your registration package or ask a volunteer for
restaurant suggestions.
8pm

An Unbecoming Cabaret

An Unbecoming Cabaret will be held at the Pyramid, 176 Fort Street
There will be ASL interpretation of cabaret performances

Doors at 8pm, cabaret at 8:30pm
Followed by a dance party with QueerView DJs
MC’d by Red Durkin
Cat Fitzpatrick
Janis Maudlin & Remy Robertson
Max Wolf Valerio
Micha Cárdenas
Morgan Sea
Ryan Richard and the Trannyettes
(Gayle Pruden & Kelly Houle)
Samuel Ace
Sunny Drake
Tom Cho

Room 2M67: Documentary Experiments
Workshop with Emerson Whitney
Consider: what are the piles of papers— receipts, medical bills, parking
tickets—pooling in your life? What personal or political issues/inquiries do
they pose? In this workshop, we will look at our writing projects through
this lens. We will explore documentary techniques, strategies, and ethics.
We will consider questions of agency, representation, objectivity. We will
engage with mixed media documentary projects, we will write, and we will
conjure, incubate. This workshop is ideal for individuals working on nonfiction projects or considering doing so—bring all ideas, experiments, and
questions

—
Room 2M70: Kids These Days: Trans Representation in Young
Adult Literature
Annie Mok
Everett Maroon
Jackson Radish
Kyle Lukoff
—
Room 2M72: Two-Spirit People: Indigenous Trans Women of the
Americas

Saturday, May 24

Workshop with Albert McLeod

All events on Saturday will be held at the University of Winnipeg, 515
Portage Avenue. All sessions will take place in Eckhardt-Grammaté Hall
unless otherwise noted.

11am

9am

Coffee and snacks

Free and open to the public, with ASL interpretation

9:30am

Fourth panel / workshop block
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Coffee break

11:15am Keynote Address by Jay Prosser
“Digital Trans”

Moderator: Dr. Heather Milne, University of Winnipeg
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12:30pm

Lunch break

NOTE - this lunch will not be provided by the conference.
Please bring a lunch or refer to your registration package or ask a
volunteer for restaurant suggestions.
1:30pm
Keynote Address by Nathanaël
“Mein abendes N”

K. Bradford
“This Whole Thing: A Lexicon for Living”
merritt kopas
“Parallel Possibilities: Trans Women & The New Hypertext”

Free and open to the public, with ASL interpretation

TL Cowan
“Transfeminist kill/joys: Rage, Love, and Reparative Performance”

2:45pm

Coffee break

4:30 Coffee break

3pm

Fifth panel / workshop block

4:45 Group reading

Room 2M67: Between Lore & Story, Histories & the Literary

Free and open to the public, with ASL interpretation

Cooper Lee Bombardier
Gein Wong
Morgan M Page
Rikki Marie-Josée Dubois
Rupert Raj
Ryka Aoki
Tom Léger

Moderator: Dr. Jenny Wills, University of Winnipeg
Alexander Eastwood
“On Influence”
TBA

Alex Wilson

Pauline Greenhill
“Fairy Tales and/as Trans Traditions”

6pm

Dinner provided for conference registrants

Sreya Banerjea
“Emerging Hijra Voices: Making Queer Epistemology Visible in
Narratives and Personal Stories”
—

6:30pm

Free and open to the public, with ASL interpretation

Plenary panel : Identity and Poetics Across Genres

Moderator: Dr. Candida Rifkin, University of Winnipeg

Room 2M70: Writing Trans Feminisms

Ching-In Chen
“Genre-Queer: a Lineage”

Moderator: Dr. Roewan Crowe, Institute for Women’s and Gender
Studies Director, University of Winnipeg

Max Wolf Valerio
“Poet Lost in Transition”

Catherine Fitzpatrick
“I believe in my abandonment: Form and tradition in trans writing”
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Micha Cárdenas
“The Transreal: Movement, Theory, Praxis”
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Samuel Ace
Title:
The wandering of synapse
the plagiarism of music the
zipline of call and the
pilfered response of
phantoms
Title:
The trails of perception bind
us in tears
Abstract:
The wandering figment of
you on 11th Street where
language is a monster that
only seems to mean you or a
name that means run or
flower a few thousand
years of mouths and hands
when I say sit here this is run
this is woman this is boy
or news and sit here you are
a figment a mask the baby
makes me laugh
Trace Peterson
“Resisting the Body: The Poetics of kari edwards and Claude
Cahun”
8:00pm

Closing of the conference

Free and open to the public, with ASL interpretation

Closing remarks from Director of Institute for Women’s and
Gender Studies, Dr. Roewan Crowe and Assistant Professor of
Women’s and Gender Studies, Dr. Trish Salah.
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Presenter & performer bios
Aiyyana Maracle is a multi-disciplinary artist, scholar, educator,
and a great-grandma 4-times over; a sovereign Haudenosaunee
woman. For half-a-century, Aiyyana has been actively involved
with the merging of Ogwehoweh art and culture into the Eurocentric world and consciousness that surrounds us. She has been
insistent that this inclusion into Canadian society be done with
dignity and respect. In that same vein, for 20-some years she has
sought that same inclusion for herself and other gender-variant
folks. Through performance art, video, theatre, in her published
work, and innumerable public and academic presentations,
Aiyyana has offered an alternate framework to the prevalent Eurocentric view of ‘gender dysphoria’. Aiyyana is presently sorting out
the direction, the path her journey continues on from here.
Albert McLeod is a Status Indian with ancestry from
Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation and the community of Norway
House in northern Manitoba. He has over twenty years of
experience as a human rights activist and is one of the directors
of the Two-Spirited People of Manitoba. Albert lives in Winnipeg,
where he works as a consultant specializing in HIV/AIDS and Aboriginal peoples, Aboriginal cultural reclamation, and
cross-cultural training. [www.twospiritmanitoba.ca]
Dr. Alex Wilson is from the Opaskwayak Cree Nation and is currently an Associate Professor in the Department of Educational
Foundations, and the Academic Director of the Aboriginal
Education Research Centre at the University of Saskatchewan.
Recent publications include: “How we find ourselves: Identity
development and two-spirit people.” In Ferguson, S. (Ed.), Race,
gender, sexuality and social class: Dimensions of inequality, “How
our stories teach,” Braiding Histories Curriculum Project for the
Manitoba Museum, and “N’tacimowin inna na: Our Coming in
stories”. In Montour, P & Maguire, P. (Eds.) First Voices: An Aboriginal Women’s Reader.
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Alexander Eastwood is a doctoral candidate in English and Sexual
Diversity Studies at the University of Toronto, from which he holds
an Honours B.A. in English. His doctoral work focuses on the
concept of home in queer theory, trans studies and American
literary modernism.

Casey Plett is the author of the short story collection A Safe Girl To
Love. She wrote a column on transitioning for McSweeney’s
Internet Tendency and contributed to the anthology The
Collection: Short Fiction From The Transgender Vanguard. She lives
in Winnipeg and is from the Prairies and the Pacific Northwest.

Ames Hawkins, an Associate Professor at Columbia College
Chicago, is a transgenre writer and art activist whose most
recent publications appear in The Feminist Wire, Interdisciplinary
Humanities, Polari, Water~Stone Review, and Resilience: Stories,
Poems, Essays, Words for GLBT Teens. Her essay, “Optickal
Allusion,” was selected by Robert Atwan as a notable essay of 2011.
In 2006, she was the inaugural Faculty Fellow for Critical
Encounters, the collaborative art activism initiative at the college,
and has since been integrally involved with international art
activist projects such as The Cradle Project and One Million Bones.
Ames also loves to get the written word off the page and onto the
stage and has engaged in drag/queer/story performance in Chicago
with 2nd Story, Gender Fusions, Northern Lights, and The Chicago
Kings.

Cassius Adair is a PhD candidate in English Language and
Literature at the University of Michigan studying trans and queer
theory, critical ethnic studies, and visual/digital culture. He is
currently working on a dissertation about state identification and
identity formation in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries.

Amir Rabiyah lives in Oakland, California. Their work has been
published in Mizna, Left Turn Magazine, Collective Brightness:
LGBTIQ Poets on Faith, Religion and Spirituality, Troubling the
Line: Trans and Gender Queer Poetry and Poetics and more. Amir is
currently the co-editor of the forthcoming anthology, “Writing the
Walls Down: A Convergence of LGBT*Q Voices,” to be published
later this year. To learn more, visit [www.amirrabiyah.com]
Annie Mok: I write and draw comic books, both solo (‘Screentests’), and collaboratively with artists including Emily Carroll and
Sophia Foster-Dimino. I illustrated and designed a zine edition of
Casey Plett’s short story “Lizzy & Annie.” I’m currently working on
an ongoing series of diary comics called ‘Bleed-Throughs.’
“Boogie Man” is an artist and a scholar near you.
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Cat Fitzpatrick is a poet and essayist. She teaches at Rutgers
University- Newark, and has published in venues as diverse as
Asylum and Cambridge Quarterly.
Ching-In Chen is author of The Heart’s Traffic and co-editor of The
Revolution Starts at Home: Confronting Intimate Violence Within
Activist Communities. They are a Kundiman, Lambda and Norman
Mailer Poetry Fellow and member of Voices of Our Nations Arts
Foundation and Macondo writing communities. A community
organizer, they have worked in the Asian American communities of
San Francisco, Oakland, Riverside and Boston. In Milwaukee, they
are cream city review’s editor-in-chief, serve on the board of
Woodland Pattern Book Center and will be joining The Conversant
as a senior editor this fall. [www.chinginchen.com]
Cooper Lee Bombardier is a writer and visual artist based in
beautiful Portland, Oregon. His writing has appeared in many
publications, including Original Plumbing, Unshod Quills, Lambda
Literary Review, and The Rumpus; and several anthologies,
including Sister Spit: Writing, Rants and Reminiscence from the
Road, from City Lights Books, Trans/Love, and From the Inside
Out: Radical Gender Transformation FTM and Beyond, both from
Manic D Press. A veteran of the original Sister Spit tours, he has
performed and exhibited art nationally. He holds a master’s degree
in writing and is a 2014 candidate for the MFA in Creative Writing
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at Portland State University, where he also teaches writing.
David S. Churchill is an Associate Professor of US History at the
University of Manitoba, and Co-Cordinator the Interdisciplinary
Research Circle on Globalization and Cosmopolitanism. He
currently holds a SSHRC Insight Grant on the history of
Homophile Internationalism.
Emerson Whitney is a poet, writer and journalist based in Los
Angeles. Emerson’s writing has appeared in Bombay Gin, CA
Conrad’s Jupiter 88, Work Magazine, KCRW’s UnFictional, The
Huffington Post, The New York Observer, Troubling the Line:
Anthology of Trans and Genderqueer Poetry, and elsewhere.
Emerson is a 2013 kari edwards fellow and author of the
forthcoming documentary project, Ghost Box.
Elisabeth Tutschek is an ABD at Saarland University in Germany
and visiting researcher at the Canadian Center of German and
European Studies at Université de Montréal. Her postdoctoral
project will be a translation of Nathanaël’s Paper City into German.
Main areas of research: Literary/Cultural Studies, Translation,
Gender/Trans Studies, Feminist/Queer Theory.
Everett Maroon is a memoirist, humorist, pop culture
commentator, and fiction writer. He has a B.A. in English from
Syracuse University and went through an English literature master’s
program there. He is a member of the Pacific Northwest Writer’s
Association and was a finalist in their 2010 literary contest for
memoir. Everett is the author of a memoir, Bumbling into Body
Hair, and a young adult novel, The Unintentional Time
Traveler, both published by Booktrope Editions. He has a short
story, “Cursed,” in the anthology The Collection: Short Fiction from
the Transgender Vanguard, from Topside Press. He has written for
Bitch Magazine, GayYA.org, Amwriting.org, RH RealityCheck, and
Remedy Quarterly. He has had short stories published by SPLIT
Quarterly and Twisted Dreams Magazine.
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Gein Wong is a poet, director and curator. She conceived and
directed Say Their Names, Remember, a 500 person performance
art piece which will opened the Ai Weiwei exhibit at the Art Gallery
of Ontario Along with Kim Katrin Milan, she curates the iconic
Insatiable Sisters at North America’s largest queer theatre Buddies
in Bad Times. She is Artistic Director of Eventual Ashes, the Asian
Arts Freedom School and a co-owner of the Glad Day Bookshop.
Up next: For the 45th anniversary of Stonewall, World Pride has
commissioned Gein and Eventual Ashes to create a large scale
performance experience to remember and relive the Stonewall
riots. [www.eventualashes.com]
Hee-Jung Serenity Joo is an Associate Professor in the Department
of English, Film, and Theatre at the University of Manitoba. He
research and teaching interests include comparative ethnic
American literatures, critical race studies, and globalization
studies. Her current project deals with the racial logics of
contemporary disaster fiction and film.
Imogen Binnie writes the zines The Fact That It’s Funny Doesn’t
Make It A Joke and Stereotype Threat. She also writes a monthly
column for Maximum Rocknroll magazine, and her work has been
featured in The Collection: Short Fiction from the Transgender
Vanguard, as well as on prettyqueer.com, lambdaliterary.org and
elsewhere. She will receive the Betty Berzon Emerging Author
Award at the Lambda Literary Awards in June, where her debut
novel, Nevada, is a finalist in the Transgender Fiction category.
Jackson Radish is a teen librarian and former organizer of Camp
Trans. He has presented on trans young adult literature to
librarians, teachers, and teens, and contributed a chapter on the
subject to Oxford University Press’s Trans Bodies, Trans Selves. He is
currently editing Kyle Lukoff ’s debut trans young adult novel.
Janis Maudlin and Remy Robertson are evangelical-raised trans*
siblings. The prodigal children of a pastor, they were raised in a
home-schooled family of twelve in rural southern ontario before
23

moving to Winnipeg in 2005 and eventually becoming complete
embarrassments to the family.
Jay Prosser is Reader of Humanities at the University of Leeds, UK.
His first book was Second Skins: The Body Narratives of
Transsexuality (1998), and his other authored and edited books
include: Palatable Poision: Critical Perspectives on The Well of
Loneliness (2002), Light in the Dark Room: Photography and Loss
(2004), American Fiction of the 1990s (2008), and Picturing Atrocity:
Photography in Crisis (2012). His interests run from transgender
and life-writing, to photography and the representation of
suffering. Most recently he has received grants from the UK
government to coordinate international collaborative research on
transcultural exchanges in the wake of the Ottoman Empire. He is
currently completing a family memoir, about transcultural
Baghdadi Jews.
Joy Ladin, Gottesman Professor of English at Yeshiva University, is
the author of six books of poetry, including Forward Fives award
winner Coming to Life and Lambda Literary Award finalist
Transmigration, and a memoir, National Jewish Book Award finalist
Through the Door of Life: A Jewish Journey Between Genders.
K. Bradford is a writer, performer, educator and genderqueer
cultural worker living in Los Angeles. Bradford’s work has appeared
in experimental performance venues and galleries around the U.S.
as well as in publications such as the LA Review of Books, Trop, Gulf
Coast, Web Del Sol’s In Posse Review, Chroma, and
Borderlands: Texas Poetry Review. Bradford taught poetry and
literature at Columbia College Chicago for eight years and was the
head of the LGBTQ Office of Culture & Community where she
founded Gender Fusions, an annual critical & creative celebration
of trans, genderqueer and queer cultures. Bradford holds an MFA
in Writing and in Art + Technology from the California Institute of
the Arts and is currently working on projects at the intersection of
poetics, sculpture, sound and performance set in public and private
spaces.
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Kyle Lukoff is the librarian at a Manhattan private school. He spent
ten years working at five different Barnes & Nobles, and reviews
books for School Library Journal and the GLBT Roundtable of the
American Library Association. He has been published in several
anthologies (including Gender Outlaws: The Next Generation), and
is writing a YA novel.
Mary Ann Saunders: My doctorate, from UBC, is about cold war
discourse and trans representation. I now teach at UBC as
sessional faculty, structuring my first-year writing course around
trans scholarship. Thus, while learning to write a paper, my
unsuspecting students also find themselves reading, thinking and
writing about trans lives for three months.
Max Baumkel is a writer and will be first year English PhD
student at Vanderbilt University in the fall. He will be studying
queer, transgender, and feminist studies, affect, aesthetics, and
contemporary poetry.
Max Wolf Valerio is an iconoclastic poet and writer, and a
long-transitioned man of transsexual history. He identifies
primarily as an individual although his ancestry is American Indian
(Blackfoot Confederacy – Blood/Kainai band) on his mother’s side,
and his father is Hispano from Northern New Mexico and
descended from the Conversos and crypto-Jews of the Sephardic
diaspora following the Expulsion. Max began his medical
transition from female to male in 1989. Originally a poet only, a
poetry chapbook appeared in 1984, Animal Magnetism (eg press).
Essays include work in: This Bridge Called My Back, This Bridge We
Call Home: Radical Visions for Transformation. His memoir, The
Testosterone Files was a Lambda Finalist for 2006. Recent work
includes: Exile: Vision Quest at the Edge of Identity - a long poem
set to ambient music; a poetry and photo collaboration with
photographer Dana Smith, Mission Mile Trilogy +1; the forewords
to the 3rd edition of Letters for My Brothers: Transitional Wisdom
in Retrospect and the memoir When My Boyfriend Was a Girl; and
poems in Troubling the Line: Trans and Genderqueer Poetry and Po25

etics. A new book of poems, The Criminal, is forthcoming in 2015
from EOAGH Books.
merritt kopas is a multimedia artist whose work investigates play
as a utopian project that contains a critique of the present and the
seeds of potential futures. Some of her most well-known works
include LIM, Conversations With My Mother, and HUGPUNX.
micha cárdenas is a performer, writer, student, educator, mixedrace trans femme latina who works with movement as a technology
of change. micha is a Provost Fellow and PhD student in Media
Arts + Practice (iMAP) at University of Southern California and a
member of the Electronic Disturbance Theater 2.0.
Morgan M Page (Odofemi) is a trans writer, performance + video
artist, activist, and Santera about to relocate to Montreal after eight
years in Toronto. She is the founder/curator of the 2013 SF
MOTHA Award-winning TWAT/fest trans women’s arts festival,
and her video work has been programmed around the world. She
is currently working on her first novel, forthcoming from Topside
Press. Her website is Odofemi.com.
Morgan Sea is a Montreal based performance artist. She studied
Cyber Art at Concordia University and produces a monthly radio
show, Tranzister Radio. In 2013, Sea was recognized by the
MOTHA awards as an unrecognized artist of the year. She has a
passion for cats, comics, cuddling and alliteration.
[www.MorganSea.com]
Nathanaël is the author of a score of books written in English or in
French, including the book of seisms, Sisyphus, Outdone.
Theatres of the Catastrophal (2012); the trilogy of notebooks, Carnet
de désaccords (2009), Carnet de délibérations (2011), Carnet de
somme (2012); and the essay of correspondence, Absence Where As
(Claude Cahun and the Unopened Book) (2009), first published in
French as L’absence au lieu (2007). Her work has been translated
into Basque, Greek, Slovene, and Spanish (Mexico), with book26

length publications in Bulgarian and Portuguese (Brazil),
including the imminent Cadernos do meio after the aforementioned
notebooks, following their English language iteration, The Middle
Notebookes (2015). The recipient of the Prix Alain-Grandbois for
…s’arrête? Je (2008), Nathanaël’s extrinsic translations include
works by Édouard Glissant, Danielle Collobert, Catherine
Mavrikakis, Hilda Hilst (in collaboration with Rachel Gontijo
Araujo) and Hervé Guibert, her translation of whose Mausoleum of
Lovers has been recognized by fellowships from the PEN
American Center and the Centre National du Livre de France.
Having permanently abandoned her prior names (Nathalie and
Stephens), Nathanaël lives, for now, in Chicago.
Pauline Greenhill is Professor of Women’s and Gender Studies at
the University of Winnipeg, Canada. Her recent books include
Fairy Tale Films: Visions of Ambiguity (with Sidney Eve Matrix, coeditor, 2010); and Transgressive Tales: Queering the Grimms (with
Kay Turner, co-editor, 2012).
Rachel Pollack is the author of thirty-six books of fiction, nonfiction, graphic novels, poetry, and translation. Of her seven
novels, Unquenchable Fire won Britain’s prestigious Arthur C.
Clarke Award and Godmother Night won the World Fantasy Award,
while her other novels have been nominated for the Nebula and
Mythopoeic awards. Rachel is best known for her books and
teaching on Tarot, about which she has written some twenty books.
Her 78 Degrees of Wisdom has been described many times as “the
Bible of Tarot readers.” In 1992 Rachel’s Shining Woman Tarot
was published, with all the images designed and drawn by Rachel
herself. The deck was revised and expanded in 2002, and re-named
Shining Tribe Tarot. Rachel’s other non-fiction includes work on
the history of religion—The Body of the Goddess—art criticism,
divinatory traditions outside of Tarot, and, with David Vine, Tyrant
Oidipous, a translation of Sophocles’s ancient Greek tragedy
“Oidipous Tyrannos,” better known by its Latin name, “Oedipus
Rex.” Rachel has also written comics and graphic novels for DC/
Vertigo. Rachel’s books have been translated into fifteen languages
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and sold on every continent. Rachel has taught all over the world,
including China, Australia, and Europe. She is also on the faculty of
Goddard College’s Master of Fine Arts in Creative Writing
Program. Rachel’s stories and essays on transgender issues have
appeared in various magazines, both mainstream and small press.
As writer for two years of the DC/Vertigo comic Doom Patrol,
Rachel introduced comics’ first transsexual (and lesbian)
superhero, Kate Godwin. Her mystery novel, A Secret Woman,
featured a transsexual detective. As well as the release of Rachel’s
new novel, The Child Eater, 2014 will see the publication of The
Burning Serpent Oracle, a card deck created with Tarot artist, writer,
and historian Robert M. Place. Rachel lives in New York’s Hudson
Valley.
Red Durkin is a stand-up comedian, writer, and activist. She was
voted the 2013 MOTHA Performer of the Year, has toured
extensively as part of the Tranny Roadshow, performed at Camp
Trans and the Transgender Leadership Summit and was a
member of the Fully Functional Cabaret. She is the managing
editor of PrettyQueer.com. She has written 9 zines, was featured in
the final issue of Punk Planet magazine and a contributor to Topside
Press‘s The Collection: Short Fiction from the Transgender Vanguard.
Her recently recorded comedy album, Interpretive Screaming, will
be released in 2014.
Rikki Marie-Josée Dubois - I am a 52 year old French Canadian
transwoman. I started my transition in June 2010 and finished it
with my GRS in June 2011. I am a federal government employee, a
published author and the parent of two boys, who are both in
university. In my spare time I write and give my time in support of
the transgendered community when I can. I live with my partner
of 3 years along with our 4 year old Pomeranian, named Tux.
Riley MacLeod is a freelance writer and editor living in Brooklyn,
NY. He is the editor at Topside Press, with whom he won the 21012
Lambda Literary Award in Transgender Fiction for his work on The
Collection: Short Fiction from the Transgender Vanguard. His
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writing has appeared in The Border House, Lambda Literary,
PrettyQueer, Relevant Magazine, and others.
Rupert Raj is a Eurasian Canadian, pansexual trans man and trailblazing trans activist since 1971. He’s a trans-focussed
psychotherapist at Sherbourne Health Centre in Toronto, and a
Gender Specialist through his private practice
[www.RRconsulting.ca]. Rupert has co-edited (with Dan Irving)
Trans Activism in Canada: A Reader, a ground-breaking anthology
to be published by Canadian Scholars Press in May 2014.
Ryka Aoki has been honored by the California State Senate for
“extraordinary commitment to free speech and artistic expression,
as well as the visibility and well-being of Transgender people.” Her
chapbook Sometimes Too Hot the Eye of Heaven Shines, won
RADAR Productions’ 2010 Eli Coppola Award. Her collection,
Seasonal Velocities was a finalist for a 2013 Lambda Literary Award
in Transgender Nonfiction. Ryka also appears in Gender Outlaws:
The Next Generation (Seal Press), Transfeminist Perspectives
(Temple University), and The Collection (Topside Press). Her novel,
He Mele a Hilo (Topside Signature Press) is being released as you
read this. She is a professor of English at Santa Monica College and
of Gender Studies at Antioch University.[www.rykaryka.com]
Samuel Ace lives in Tucson, AZ and Truth or Consequences, NM.
His books include Normal Sex, Home in three days. Don’t wash.,
and Stealth, a collaboration with Maureen Seaton. Most recently his
work can be found in Aufgabe, Versal, Rhino, Volt, Mandorla, The
Volta, and Troubling the Line: Trans and Genderqueer Poetry and
Poetics.
Sreya Banerjea is completing her second year of Masters of Arts
in Gender, Feminist and Women’s Studies at York University in
Toronto. Her research interests include the intersection of gender,
sexuality and politics of identity formation in India and within the
diasporic South Asian queer community in Canada
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Sunny Drake is an Australian queer & trans writer, performer &
educator. He’s toured theatre shows extensively in Australia,
Canada, Puerto Rico, Europe and the USA including the San
Francisco International Arts Festival, three times in the National
Queer Arts Festival and in each of Australia’s biggest LGBTQ
festivals. [www.sunnydrake.com]
T.L. Cowan teaches trans- feminist and queer critical
interdisciplinarity across cultural, performance, literary, media
and visual studies at Eugene Lang College and the School of Media
Studies at The New School in New York City. She is also a writer,
performer and video maker.
Tom Cho’s fiction collection Look Who’s Morphing was published to
acclaim in Australia and has been recently released in North
America by Arsenal Pulp Press. Tom’s fiction has also appeared
widely in journals and in performance. He is currently writing a
novel that blends fiction and philosophy of religion. [www.tomcho.
com]
Tom Léger has been writing for over 10 years. With Riley
MacLeod, he leads Topside Press, and together they have coached
dozens upon dozens of authors and have published multiple books,
including the Lambda Literary Award-winning The Collection:
Short Fiction from The Transgender Vanguard and the criticallyacclaimed first novel Nevada by Imogen Binnie. Tom taught writing
at The City University of New York-Hunter College for five years.

NYC, where she is currently a Ph.D. Candidate.
Trish Salah is the author of Wanting in Arabic, a Lambda Literary
Awards finalist, and Lyric Sexology, Vol. 1. Currently she is coediting an issue of TSQ: Transgender Studies Quarterly, on Trans
Cultural Production, and co-organizing a conference, Writing
Trans Genres. She is assistant professor of Women’s and Gender
Studies at the University of Winnipeg.
Zaren Healey White is completing a Master of Gender Studies
degree at Memorial University in St. John’s, NL. She previously
completed a Master of Arts in English at McGill University. Her
current research examines transgender embodiment and
experience. Zaren also works in St. John’s as a broadcast journalist
and web editor.
Zoe Tuck loves poetry and magic. Her chapbook, Terror Matrix
(Spring 2014), is available from Timeless, Infinite Light. Some
of her recent work can be found in Troubling the Line: Trans and
Genderqueer Poetry. She is a poetry reader for HOLD: a journal and
former co-curator of Condensery Reading Series.

Trace Peterson’s two favorite things are sex and literary criticism.
Author of the poetry book Since I Moved In (Chax Press) and
numerous chapbooks of poems, she is also Editor / Publisher of
EOAGH, co-editor of the new anthology Troubling the Line: Trans
and Genderqueer Poetry and Poetics (Nightboat Books) which is a
finalist for a Lambda Literary Award this year, and co-editor of the
forthcoming Gil Ott: Collected Writings (Chax Press). From 20092012, she curated the TENDENCIES: Poetics & Practice series
inspired by Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick at CUNY Graduate Center in
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Thank yous
Thank you to professors Angela Failler and Roewan Crowe who did
a lot of work to help fundraise and build support for this
conference, in myriad ways; thanks also to professor Marie Lovrod
at the University of Saskatchewan, who pushed Trish to apply for
the grant which largely underwrites this conference.

University of Winnipeg Women’s
and Gender Studies Department

Thank you to our sponsors and to Jonnies Sticky Buns, McNally
Robinson, Caroline at Berns & Black.
A very special thank you to David Lawrence of McNally Robinson
for supporting our pop-up book table, for donating a gift card for
the cabaret door prize, and for helping to promote the conference.

Writing Trans Genres acknowledges the generous support of the
Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC).

Many many thanks to the generous volunteers, panel moderators,
and supporters whose labour and assistance has made this event
possible.

Writing Trans Genres is co-hosted by the Department of Women’s
and Gender Studies and the Institute for Women’s and Gender
Studies at the University of Winnipeg

Thank you to Leigh Anne Parry for expertly assisting with the
cabaret.

The conference is generously supported by:

A very special thank you to the Millennium Library and especially
Kim Parry for organizing and hosting a reading, and helping to
promote the conference.
- Trish Salah, Owen Campbell, Athena Thiessen, and Shelagh
Pizey-Allen
Finally, Trish would like to thank Shelagh, Athena, Owen, and
Crystal, who have worked tirelessly, generously, and brilliantly to
make a conference that could, perhaps should, have taken over a
year to organize, come together beautifully in about four months.

32

The University of Winnipeg
The Office of the Provost and Vice-President, Academic and
International, UofW
The Office of the Dean of Arts, UofW
The Faculty of Graduate Studies, UofW
The Department of Modern Languages & Literatures, UofW
The Department of Indigenous Studies, UofW
The Department of Rhetoric, Writing, and Communications, UofW
The Global College, UofW
Mentoring Artists for Women’s Art (MAWA)
Department of Women’s and Gender Studies, University of
Manitoba
The Department of English, Film and Theatre, University of
Manitoba
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FRIDAY May 23 I PYramid cabaret
Presented by writing trans genres: Emergent literatures and
criticism conference, in partnership with qUeerview
Doors at 8:00 I cabaret at 8:30 I queerview djs to follow
Tix: $10 in advance I $15 at the door
I FREE entry for conference registrants I
writingtransgenres.com
tickets available at uwsa info booth, into the music, rainbow resource centre, and mcnally robinson
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